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Clay Lancaster of New York City will descrive The Work of 
Olmsted and Vaux in Central and Prospect Parka at The Cleveland Museum 
of Art on Sunday afternoon, April 7 at 3:30 p.m. Mr. Lancaster, who, 
for the past two years, served as curator of Prospect Park, has been 
involved in the struggle to preserve the parklands of New York City. 

He will explain how and why these two particular pieces of parkland 
got started, how they have been mistreated and what their chances for 
restoration are. 

Olmsted and Vaux, far-sighted in urban planning, were sponsors 
by endowment not only of Central and Prospect parks but also of other 
spacious areas in Manhattan and Brooklyn which are still enjoyed by 
thousands of residents and visitors. 

Lancaster graduated with an A.B. and M.A. from the University 
of Kentucky and has done doctoral work at Columbia University. He is 
a designer and self-employed author, having written eight books on his 
field since 1956. He has also taught fine arts at Columbia and has worked 
at Vassar, Cooper Union and The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 



ft], 




Lecture: Sunday, April 7, 1968, 3:30 p.~ m. 

"The Work of Olmsted and Vaux in Central and 
Prospect Parks" 



NAME: Mr. Clay Lancaster 


ADDRESS: 151 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New York 11201 
PLACE OF BIRTH: Lexington, Kentucky 
EDUCATION: A. B. University of Kentucky, 1938 
M. A. University of Kentucky, 1939 


completed course requirements for doctorate, Columbia Uni- 
versity, 1944-50 


CAREER HISTORY: 1948-1950 
1951-1953 

1950- 1951 

1951- 1953 
1953 

1966-1967 
since 1953 


Taught Fine Arts, Columbia University 

Taught Fine Arts, Columbia University 

Vassar College 

Cooper Union 

Metropolitan Museum 

First Curator of Prospect Park 

Self-employed writer and designer 


PUBLICATIONS: BACK STREETS AND PINE TREES, 1956 

ARCHITECTURAL FOLLIES IN AMERICA, 1960 

THE PERIWINKLE STEAMBOAT, 1961 

OLD BROOKLYN HEIGHTS, 1961 

ANTE BELLUM HOUSES OF THE BLUEGRASS, 1961 

THE JAPANESE INFLUENCE IN AMERICA, 1963 

MICHIKO, 1965 

PROSPECT PARK HANDBOOK, 1967 


OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL FACTS: Guggenheim Fellowships: Far Eastern Influence 

in America, 1953-1954 
Kentucky Architecture, 1964-1965 

EXACT TITLE OF LECTURE: The Work of Olmsted and Vaux in Central and Prospect Parks 
AIM AND SCOPE OF LECTURE: To analyze the problems, aims and design of these 
two great natural -landscape gardens, to trace their progenitors and show 
illustrations of their results, with a word about how they have been mistreated 
over the last 30 years and chances for restoration in the future. 
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